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Livestock in Netherlands

• High density of livestock and herds

• Dependent on export to third countries and trade in EU

• High level of animal health which is important for 

• animal welfare

• the economy

• public health

International obligations: 

EU legislation

WOAH (OIE) standards



Experience Netherlands in the preparation of 
legislation on transboundary diseases

• Experience with several outbreaks of infectious diseases: 
CSF, HPAI, FMD, BT, ADV, ...

• ASF outbreak in 1986

• Legislation and rules on several levels

• World (WOAH (OIE)) (new logo)

• Europe (EU)

• Netherlands

• Country

• Province

• Municipality



African swine fever ASF

• Before 2007: Europe ‘free’ from ASF (excl. Sardinia)

• 2007: first outbreak in Georgia

• Since 2014: spread of ASF in eastern parts of the EU

• 13 MS affected, 2 free from ASF again

• Spread to Asia, Dominican Republic, Haiti

• Netherlands is still free from ASF



WOAH

• TAHC ASF standard

• ASF Status of MC is not affected when only wild boar are affected

• However, trade barriers for EU MS with ASF in WB



European Union / Commission

• EU trade

• Import rules for third countries (Asia, Europe)

• Third countries: export

• Control ASF : set of rules and measures

• EFSA reports and opinions

• EU missions to affected countries

• Financing research

• Exchange of knowledge, experiences



EU legislation

• Regulation (EU) 2016/429

• ASF is notifiable disease, obligation for MS 
to control outbreaks of ASF immediately

• Regulation (EU) 2020/687 

• Control measures

• EU regulation: 2021/605

• Regionalisation: zone with outbreaks in herds; 
zone with outbreaks in WB



National

• Prevention 

• Cleaning and disinfection of livestock trucks from countries with outbreaks

• Checks by the competent authority (Netherlands Food and Consumer Product 
Safety Authority) on cleaning process trucks

• Biosecurity measures on farms: private quality system (IKB)

• Control

• 72 h standstill

• Preventive culling of farms in 1 km around outbreak

• Differentiation between commercial and hobby locations (<5 pigs)

• Tailor-made where possible



ASF prevention: Roadmap prevention ASF

• Partners

• Provinces (responsible for wild life management)

• POV (Pig producing organisation)

• Nature conservation organisations

• LNV (responsible for disease control)

• Focus on

• Wild boar management

• Pig sector: hygiene; information

• Humans: information, awareness



ASF prevention and control

• Translate knowledge into adequate measures → best practices

• Experience and knowledge from other disease epidemics (e.g. 
CSF): extrapolation

• Behaviour and attitude of stakeholders (farmers, truck drivers, 
consumers, travelers), awareness, education

• Sufficient knowledge to control ASF adequately

So why is it so difficult ?



Dutch Kingdom



ASF prevention and control in the Dutch Caribbean

• Small animal husbandry sector with manly outdoor or roaming 
animals.

• Risk of introduction through swill feeding and roaming: 
awareness “campaign”.

• Preparation diagnostics with Dutch reference laboratory in 
Lelystad: protocol for sampling and transport of samples.

• Currently no legislation to control ASF: prevent imports, culling,  
compensation etc.  



ASF in the Dutch Caribbean: next steps

• Increase awareness with farmers 

• Prevent import of contaminated 
products 

• Prevent introduction of ASF in the pig 
population, kept or roaming pig 



ASF in the Dutch Caribbean: next steps

• Work on legislation for emerging diseases.




